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SUBJECT: MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT CARTER EROM PAVEL KOHOUT 

REF: PRAGUE 0566 

1 . KOHOUT MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT CARTER CONSISTS 
OE COVERING LETTER AND TEXT OE A PROPOSED OPEN 
LETTER. 

(A) LULL TEXT OE COVERING LETTER: QTE 
"DEAR MR. PRESIDENT, 

ENCOLSED YOU WILL EIND MY LETTER /IN A ROUGH 
TRANSLATION/ INSPIRED BOTH BY YOUR ACTIVITIES TILL 
NOW AND MY MY PRESENT EXPERIENCES. THOUGH IT IS 
AN OPEN LETTER WHICH I WOULD LIKE TO GET PUBLI- 
SHED, I AM SENDING IT NOW ONLY TO YOU AND ASK YOU 
AT THE SAME TIME KINDLY TO DECIDE AS TO THE TIME 
AND WAY OF ITS PUBLICATION. /IN WHICH CASE ONE 
CAN DO A NEW TRANSLATION EROM THE CZECH ORIGINAL 
I ENCLOSE./ ONLY IN CASE I WOULD HAVE REASONS TO 
BELIEVE YOU DID NOT GET THE LETTER I WOULD HAND 
IT OVER TO THE PRESS MYSELE. I THINK THE CONTENTS 
OE THE LETTER CANNOT BUT CONVINCE YOU THAT EOR MY 
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PART THERE IS NO INTENTION TO HEIGHTEN TENSIONS 
OR TO DEEPEN ANY RIETS, BUT EXACTLY THE OTHER WAY 
ROUND. AT THE SAME TIME, HOWEVER, I AM CONCERNED 
ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF ANYONE IN THE DIVIDED 
WORD OE TODAY REALLY TO LIVE AS A HUMAN BEING. 

EXPRESSING MY DEEPEST RESPECT EOR YOU, I RE- 
MAIN 
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SINCERELY YOURS 
PAVEL KOHOUT 

/THE AUTHOR OE THE PLAY POOR MURDERER, WHICH WAS 
PRODUCED DURING THE CURRENT SEASON ON BROADWAY/ 

1 18 00 PRAHA 1, HRADCANSKE NAMESTI 1, CSSR" UNQTE 

(B) FULL TEXT OF PROPOSED OPEN LETTER: QTE 

"DEAR MR. PRESIDENT, 

EVEN DURING THE FIRST WEEKS OF YOUR PRESIDENCY 
YOU SAID MORE THAN ONCE, AND PROVED, THAT THE OB- 
SERVANCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND CIVIL LIBERTIES BE- 
LONGS AMONG THE MAIN PROBLEMS YOU ARE NOT ONLY IN- 
TERESTED IN, BUT WHICH YOU EIRST OF ALL WISH TO 
SOLVE. ALLOW ME TO WELCOME THE FACT AS A CITIZEN 
OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA, AS AN INHABITANT OE THE PLANET, 

AND AS A MEMBER OE THE WIDE SPIRITUAL COMMUNITY 
OF WRITERS EOR WHOM IT ALWAYS WAS, IS NOW, AND IS 
GOING TOO BE, THE THEME NUMBER ONE. 

I UNDERSTAND WHAT YOU SAY AND DO AS A PEACE INITIATIVE, 

AS AN APPEAL EOR MUTUAL TOLERATION, AND AS 
THE EXPRESSION OF YOUR CONVICTION THAT ALL THE 
STATESMEN WHO SIGNED THE VARIOUS PACTS, AND IN THE 
END THE HELSINKI DECLARATION, ARE OBLIGED TO EN- 
SURE THEIR FULFILMENT. FOR ME IT IS THE GREAT, AND 
AS A MATTER OF FACT THE FIRST, REAL HOPE FOR ALL 
THE DIVIDED WORLD OF TODAY. I SEE YOUR POINTS OF 
VIEW AS AN EXPRESSION OF YOUR SOLIDARITY CONCER- 
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NING ALL THOSE IN THE WORLD WHO TRY TO MAINTAIN 
THE HUMAN RIGHTS AND CIVIL LIVERTIES EOR THEMSELVES 
AS WELL AS FOR OTHER PEOPLE; WHO INSIST ON 
THEIR VALIDITY WITHOUT EXCEPTION EOR PEOPLE OF ANY 
LANGUAGE, RACE, BELIEF OR POLITICAL CONVICTION; 

WHO ARE CONVINCED THAT THE RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES ARE 
THE VERY BASE WHICH IS GOING TO PREVENT THE WORLD 
FROM TUMBLING DOWN. 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY MADE 
IT POSSIBLE TO CONTROL, BY THE USE OF SATELLITE CA- 
MERAS, ANY SQUARE METER OF THE EARTH, SO THAT ANY 
SECRET CONCENTRATION OF ATTACKING FORCES IS ALMOST 
IMPOSSIBLE. THE STATES SOLEMNLY PLEDGE THEMSELVES, 

BUT THEY DO NOT CEASE FROM CONTROLLING. IT IS LOGI- 
CAL THAT IN A SIMILAR WAY LIVING EYES MUST SUPER- 
VISE THE HIMAN RIGHTS AND CIVIL LIBERTIES TO FORE- 
STALL ANY CONCENTRATION OF INJUSTICE AND LAWLESS- 
NESS WHICH ARE THE FERTILE SOIL FOR VIOLENCE. THE 
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GOVERNMENTS MAY HAVE ALL THE GOODWILL, BUT THEY 
CANNOT BY ALL EYES. IE EVEN THIS KIND OF CARE BE- 
COMES AT, I .-ROUND AND MUTUAL, NO ONE CAN EVER CAT,!. 

IT INTEREERENCE, JUST AS BY NOW THE REGISTRATION 
OE WEAPONS IS NOT CONSIDERED ONE. 

YOU HAVE INCREASED, MR. PRESIDENT, THE NUMBER OE 
STATESMEN WHO ARE TRYING TO INTRODUCE MORAL VALUES 
INTO THE POLITICS, KNOWING THAT WHAT IS MORAL, IS 
AT THE SAME TIME REASONABLE, AND EOR THE REASON NECES- 
SARY. IT IS A GREAT SUPPORT EOR THE CITIZENS 
WHO HAVE NO POWER AT THEIR DISPOSAL, BUT EOR ALL 
THEY THINK THAT EVEN THEIR VOICE HELPS AS PARE AS 
THERE IS CONCERNED THE CALMING DOWN OP HATES, THE 
REMOVAL OP PREJUDICES, AND THE CREATION OP NEW CON- 
DITIONS WITHOUT THERE IS NOT MUCH HOPE FOR THE 
HUMANKIND TO KEEP ALIVE AND HEALTHY TILL THE NEXT 
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MILLENARY. THIS WAS THE ONLY REASON WHY I, TOGETHER 
WITH SEVERAL HUNDRED OP MY FELLOW-CITIZENS, 

SIGNED THE DECLARATION OP THE "CHARTER 77" CONCER- 
NING THE OBSERVANCE OP HUMAN RIGHTS AND CIVIL LIVERTIES 
IN MY OWN COUNTRY AS WELL AS IN ALL THE WORLD. 

I WISH YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, ALL SUCCESS IN PUTTING 
THEM THROUGH IN ALL THE WORLD AS WELL AS IN YOUR 
OWN COUNTRY. EXPRESSING MY DEEPEST RESPECT EOR YOU, 

I REMAIN. 

YOURS PAITHPULLY, 

PAVEL KOHOUT" UNQTE 

2. ORIGINALS AND CZECH-LANGUAGE TEXT OF OPEN LETTER 
BEING POUCHED. 

BYRNE 
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NNN 
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